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Immune evasion mechanisms of Giardia lamblia
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ABSTRACT: As a world-wide opportunistic protozoan parasite, Giardia lamblia can cause giardiasis in human and other
mammals, which are hazardous to human health, especially to children. During the infection of Giardia lamblia , the non-spe-
cific and specific immune response of host individuals would generate strong anti-Giardia effect. However, Giardia lamblia
can evade or inhibit the host’s immune response by some mechanisms including antigenic shift and arginine starvation, which
results in prolonged or repeated infection. This article will review the hosts’ anti-Giardia immune and the immune evasion
mechanisms of Giardia lamblia.
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